Detection of antigens in immune complexes by a dot blot assay.
A simple assay is described for detection of antigens as a part of immune complexes. The complexes together with free IgG molecules are absorbed on protein A (or G)-Sepharose. The Sepharose beads are transferred to nitrocellulose membrane where all IgG including their complexes with antigens are eluted by acidic buffer directly on the surface of the membrane. The antigens immobilized on the membrane after elution are detected by corresponding labeled antibodies. The validity of the procedure was assessed by experiments with complexes of avidin and rabbit antibodies. The assay was used also for detection of DNA in immune complexes in mice with experimental systemic lupus erythematosus (SLE).